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To the editor: 


I just want to tell you how very, very 
much your fine editorials mean to me. 
They are always heart-lifting and though- 
inspiring. 

Tt also want to thank you and the staff of 
the Evangel for giving me—and I know 
many, many others—so much encourage- 
ment and help through the Evangel. With 
a great eagerness I look forward to receiv- 
ing each copy. 

—BARBARA CLARK 
Evansville, Indiana 


To the editor: 


I would like to say that I certainly enjoy 
reading the Evangel. It means a lot to me. 
I get a real blessing out of reading God’s 
Word. The Evangel has so much interesting 
reading and the testimonies and the healing 
means so much to me. 

When I finish reading them I pass them 
on to others so they may get a blessing. 

—CURTIS H. BUTLER 
Donaldson, Ga. 


WSulletin Bund ies 


I am available for evangelistic work and 
can be contacted at the following address: 
Evangelist Mrs. L. B. Moore 

P.O. Box 94 

Cherokee, Alabama 


We would like to have the names and 
addresses of your friends or relatives who 
are stationed at the Bunker Hill Air Force 
Base, Peru, Indiana. We will contact them 
and invite them to our new Church of 
God at Walton, Indiana. We will be happy 
to visit anyone in Kokomo, Indiana, or the 
surrounding area and invite him to our 
church or to one of the Churches of God 
in this area. Please send all requests to: 

Rev. Dixie Pate 
1117 South Wabash Street 
Kokomo, Indiana 
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FOR TIMES LIKE THESE—- SUNDAY SCHOOL 


we are living in perilous times. Men are more 

universally aware of this truth than of any 
other that has ever confronted the human race. Men’s 
hearts are faint within them because of the bleak- 
ness of their present and the hopelessness of their 
future. 

A time of fear. Fear has become a chronic illness 
in our time. There is fear of war, fear of failure, fear 
of insecurity, to a degree unknown in any previous 
period. The assorted fears of mankind have made 
escapism and psychoanalysis commonplace in our 
time. Men are eager to grasp anything that will pro- 
vide them even momentary reflief from their fears. 

A time of lawlessness. Not only do men commit il- 
legal acts with impunity, but our day is marked by a 
growing scorn of the law. One’s heart is sickened as 
one reads today of the growing number who actually 
attack with intent to destroy those who maintain 
the law. It is equally sickening to know of those who 
are pledged to enforce the laws of civilization and use 
their authority as an advantage or cover for their 
own illegal deeds. The total picture is one of growing 
contempt for law, the orderly process of civilized so- 
ciety. The road of lawlessness leads back to the jungle. 

A time of immorality. The modern blight of im- 
morality is enough to make most members of man- 
kind hang their heads in shame. Any other society 
that has had such widespread disregard of morals 
has ended in disaster. So shall we. Sexual immorality 
is naturally the most dramatized and therefore the 
most noticeable. Divorce has become as much a part of 
our way of living as marriage and home-making. The 
looseness and perversion of these times have filled 
the vocabulary with terms that would have been 
strange and unknown in an earlier day. 

But there are other forms of immorality. This idea 
that it is smart to “get all you can, while you can, 
any way you can” reveals the spongy insides of man’s 
modern morals. Those who stand up for the old-time 
virtues of truth and honesty are as often the objects 
of ridicule and derision as they are of appreciation 
and commendation. 

For this critical time there must be a light shining 
in the dark, a hope for men grown weary. This hope— 


Ge IS BOTH needless and superfluous to say that 


Ti it is the only hope—is God. Though He is des- 


pised, denied, and “out-dated,’’ He stands as ever the 
only hope of man. 

The Sunday School is wonderfully beneficial in this 
time. It has been created to bolster and strengthen 
adult life while it molds young life. The function of 
Sunday School is to influence a life for God before it is 
inclined to lawlessness and immorality. The worth 
of the Sunday School is proved by its past successes 
and its present efforts. 

The Sunday School evangelizes. More than a starch- 
stiff and prim department of the church, the Sunday 
School comes to grips with the raw problem of sin. 
Sunday School has very likely influenced more souls 
to a Christian experience than any other agency of 
the Christian faith. Because its Christian evangelism 
is quiet, it often goes unnoticed. 

The Sunday School teaches. Practically all human 
beings are constantly learning something. The hunger 
to learn is one of the basic hungers of man. It may 
be mischievous or downright evil, but it is still the 
process of learning. The Sunday School is very likely 
the finest instrument of Christian teaching. Ranging 
from instruction in primary concepts to profound 
doctrine, the Sunday School teaches the meaning of 
life—the meaning of life in God. 

No school on earth can be more proud of its stu- 
dents than the Sunday School. Its success record is 
outstanding, for it has produced the greatest leaders of 
mankind and few of its students have ever brought 
shame to man. 

The Sunday School trains. Besides evangelism and 
teaching, the Sunday School gives training for life. It 
molds character, instills courage, and provides direc- 
tion for each life it touches. 

The Sunday School is old, but its answers are of 
today. It has not become antiquated, for it gives 
eternal teaching concerning God and law and morals. 
It is a lack of understanding concerning these three 
things that has made our times the perilous times 
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By R. S. Nelson 





N THE BACK side of a Mid- 

ian desert, Moses, the ban- 

ished prince of Egypt, 
scanned the monotonous land- 
scape in restless leisure. The past, 
present, and future formed a dis- 
torted, frustrating picture. The lot 
of his people had become unbear- 
able. Tyranny and oppression ruled 
unrestrained. Deliverance and ~~ a 
seemed remote, if not impossible. 
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His own feeble efforts had ended 


in dismal failure. On his mind 
there was projected an unan- 
swered question—WHY? 

That which seems chaotic, dis- 
torted, and fragmentary to man 
often becomes a perfect pattern, 
beautiful and complete, in the 
hand of God. At this moment of 
bewildering confusion the Angel of 
the Lord stepped out of the un- 
broken silence of the desert to be- 
gin a new epoch in the history of 
the world. He touched the common 
desert bush causing it to burn with 
a fluorescent radiance, uncon- 
sumed. The voice of God shattered 
the silence of time with the star- 
tling announcement, “I have surely 
seen the affliction of my people... 
and have heard their cry ...I 
know their sorrows ...I am come 
down to deliver them.” 

The message was unmistakable 
and clear. It still carries eternal 
hope for all mankind, for it ex- 
presses the will of God for all Foca 
ple perishing in Egyptian bondage 
But how is this deliverance to be 
brought about? It is a question 
which perplexes the people of every 
age. God always has the answer. 
When it is discovered it is usually 
not what we expect, rhaps not 
what we want, but it always works. 

God’s plan of deliverance always 
brings personal involvement. To 
Moses, God said, “Come now... 
and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, 
that thou mayest bring forth my 
a ... Out of Egypt” (Exodus 

710). 

What an unrealistic answer! 
Banished, defeated, and unquali- 
fied, Moses had received from God 
an impossible command. But is it 
not always so? Does not God often 
choose “the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and 
.. the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are 
mighty .. .” (1 Corinthians 1:27)? 
God does nothing apart from hu- 
man involvement. He has chosen 
to work through inadequate hu- 
man instruments. It is a lesson 
we need to learn again and again. 
This was the first surprise, but 
there was a second. 


“What is that in thine hand?” 
This is a pertinent question. God 
does not ask to use what we have 
not, only what we have. To Mo- 
ses’ dismay, he promptly observed 
he had only a stick, a staff; per- 
haps it was a part of a limb 
broken from a common tree. It 
was such an everyday thing, so 
close at hand, so available, it 
seemed quite foolish even to give 
it serious consideration. Yet when 
this ordinary stick became totally 
committed and employed in the 
program of God, it became a most 
— weapon, unbelievably pow- 
erful. 

Like Moses, we too are con- 
fronted with problems. We live in 


a world ruled by evil, seemingly 
unrestrained. To push back the 
forces of sin and wickedness seems, 
at times, impossible. We too may 
become confused, frustrated, and 
defeated. 

The voice of God, however, will 
shatter our desert of defeat, and 
the touch of God will cause it to 
burst with new life and radiant 
promise. To us God would say, 
“Come now ...I will send thee... 
that thou mayest bring forth my 
people.” 

With Moses we may reply, “Im- 
Possible! How?” Again we hear the 
words of God, “What is that in 
thine hand?” 

EVERY CHURCH HAS in its 
hand a Sunday School. Like the 
rod of Moses, we may think it so 
common, such an everyday thing, 
so sticklike, that it seems impos- 
sible that great good could come 
from it. It may appear so tradi- 
tional that it seems useless to con- 
sider it a major weapon to be used 
against the mighty tides of evil 
that surround us. Many have 
thought of Sunday School as a stick 
to give a little support to tradi- 
tional church procedure, but noth- 
ing more. 

Dr. Charles Blair, pastor of the 
Calvary Temple in Denver, Colo- 
rado, related the miracle story of 
his awakening in the Midian desert 
of failure and frustration. Here he 
discovered the Sunday School, that 
which he had in his hand, could 
be transformed into a miracle wea- 
pon of potential power. This awak- 
ening and the series of acts which 
followed transformed a struggling 
church into one of the nation’s 
largest and most aggressive reli- 
gious organizations, with membher- 
ship reaching into the thousands in 
less than a decade. 

It is reported that from 1926 to 
1936 the Southern Baptist church 
lost three fourths of a million from 
their Sunday Schools. In 1936 they 
adopted a slogan: “Every teacher a 
trained teacher.” They awakened 
to the tremendous potential avail- 
able through the Sunday School. 
Between 1936 and 1956 Southern 
Baptists trained more teachers 
than all the other Protestant 
churches combined. As a _ result 
their Sunday Schools multiplied 
from a million and a half to almost 
nine million, and they became one 
of the fastest growing churches in 
America. They discovered what 
they had in their hand. 

What is that in thy hand? It 
is not an old stick but a mighty 
weapon which could transform our 
desert into a productive garden 
meet for the Master’s use. 

Obedience and faith brought suc- 
cess for Moses, and they will do 
the same for us! 


—From the Sunday School Journal, 
with permission 



































Why 
Is the Sunday 


School Important 


in Our Time? 


By James A. Cross 


GENERAL OVERSEER 


F SUNDAY School has ever 
Greer important in any day, 

it is more important today. 
If justification for the existence 
of the Sunday School can be given 
at any time or in any age, this 
justification is more valid today. 

I give five reasons why I con- 
sider Sunday School important in 
our time. 

1. Many parents have neglected 
the admonition of the Lord to 
teach their children the Word of 
God (Deuteronomy 6:6, 7). They 
are too engrossed with other things 
—pleasure, business, homes, occu- 
pation, etc.—to give time for teach- 
ing children the Word of God. A 
figure released recently informs us 
that the total time of religious in- 
struction for Protestant children 
is between seventeen and twenty- 
five hours per year. This time in- 
cludes home study, class study at 
school and time in Sunday School. 
With such an infinitesimal amount 
of time spent in Bible study, the 
importance of Sunday School as a 
place to teach God’s Word cannot 
be overemphasized. 

2. Sunday School is a most ef- 
fective means of crime prevention. 
Twelve per cent of the drug ad- 
dicts in the United States are un- 
der age twenty-one. Arrests of per- 
sons under eighteen increased ten 
per cent over the preceding year. 
It is interesting to note, however, 
that Sunday School attendants are 


seldom, if ever, involved in crime. 

3. Sunday School can and should 
teach the sanctity of the home. 
Such teaching is a deterrent to the 
divorce trend. In 1960 the Bureau 
of Census reported that the num- 
ber of divorced persons in the 
United States is increasing twice 
as fast as the population growth. 
The Sunday School in this day can 
give the students clear teaching of 
the Bible on this subject and per- 
haps save them from much grief 





in later life. 

4. Sunday School is an important 
weapon with which to combat 
Communism. It fills a place in the 
lives of questioning youth, and 
truths taught them may lead to a 
complete fullness of life in Christ. 

5. Sunday School in this day aids 
in preparing youth to face life to- 
day and to fulfill plans to live 
eternally. 

Sunday School is very important 
in our time. 





ae Volas of Sunday Shoat in (AS ine 





By D. A. Biggs 


OVERSEER OF ALABAMA 


STANDING IN THE halls of the 
Vatican museum in Rome, Italy, re- 
cently I gazed for some time at 
the magnificent “Slaughter of the 
Innocents” by the master artist 
Raphael. I asked our Italian guide 
the value of this tapestry master- 
piece. With near reverence the 
guide replied, “Sir, it is priceless.” 

Today I am asked the “value of 
Sunday School in our time.” I look 
at the devoted Christian teachers 
as with Biblical brushes of truth 
they paint upon canvases of hu- 
manity the unsearchable riches of 
His grace, and humbly and sin- 
cerely I reply, “Sir, it is priceless.” 
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SET GOALS FOR OCTOBER 


What Was Your Easter Attendance? 


Greenville (Tremont Avenue), 


South Carolina - . 1121 
Middletown, Ohio —_........... 1050 
Griffin, Georgia _____.._____ 949 
Hamilton (7th and Chestnut), 

Ohio . nis 780 
Flint (West), Michigan 156 
Lakeland (Lake Wire), Florida 529 
Baldwin Park. California ___ 502 
Cleveland (North), Tennessee 500 
Dillon, South Carolina __. 468 
Gastonia, North Carolina _..__ 421 
Dune, cootga lS 
Phoenix (44th nem 

Arizona : <-.- “Sen 
Canton (9th and Gibbs), Ohio 349 
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Laurel Hill, North Carolina __. 
Lawton, Oklahoma 
Cleveland (South), 
Alma, Georgia ___ 


Tennessee 


Bradley, Illinois 
Alexandria, Virginia 


Knoxville (John Sevier), 
Tennessee Rec Pars fh 


Elberton, Georgia >>> 
Lebanon, Ohio 


East Gadsden eammeda 
Alabama _ 





Knoxville eS, 
Tennessee ___... 


Gadsden (Charles Street). 
Alabama 





Can OCTOBER OUTREACH equal Easter attendance? 


318 
281 
281 
248 


235 
224 


190 
170 
152 


95 


93 


64 


7 | ; Y ~AY N moll 
VA, WV po, Vy nya fan fin WANAA AA -\) ' 


cs 





Sane ee OR 


Age Le ea SS 
é RRS — 


eat 






ay 






























































| 6th yee Vational Sunday 
Sis "nen ee 


HE NATIONAL Sunday 

School Convention this year 

will be held in Cobo Hall, 
Detroit, Michigan, on October 11, 12, 
and 13. 

We are looking forward to this 
convention as our greatest. The 
churches and convention commit- 
tees have been working for many 
months to make adequate prep- 
arations. They hope to preregister 
between three and four thousand 
Sunday School workers and pastors 
from the greater Detroit area. We 


should like to match this number 
from the rest of Michigan, United 
States and Canada. 

“For Times Like These. . . Sun- 
day School,” is the convention 
theme. 

There will be eight major serv- 
ices, 130 workshop sessions, a vis- 
ual demonstration, a preview of a 
film, and a panel of experts led 
by Dr. Bob Cook on the subject: 
“Resolved: It Is Time for Action.” 

Churches should plan to send 


their pastor, Sunday School super- 
intendent, and youth leader where 
possible. Registration is $3.00. How- 
ever, those who preregister before 
October 1 may do so for $2.50. 
Churches registering all their Sun- 
day School staff may register them 
for $1.50 each. 

Registration fees should be sent 
to and programs requested from 
the National Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, 175 North Franklin, Chica- 
go 6, Illinois. 





CONVENTION SPEAKERS 





Rev. Donald S. Aultman 


The Rev. Donald S. Aultman, Assistant 
National Sunday School and Youth Direc- 
tor, will lead a panel discussion on: “The 
Work of the Christian Education Director.” 

The Rev. Mr. Aultman has successfully 
served as pastor and state Sunday School 
— — director in Michigan and Flori- 

eels that every .P.E. worker 
i (tt. inspiration and valuable in- 
struction in how to work with young 

ple. He urges all who can to at end 
the National Sunday School Convention in 


Dr. Clate A. Risley 


Dr. Clate A. Risley, Executive Secretary 
of the National Sunday School Associa- 
tion, Chicago, Illinois, will s on Thurs- 
day, October 12, on the su ject “Building 
Tomorrow’s Sunday Schools.” 
Dr. Risley successfully has served as a 
es and Director of Christian Education 
and is today considered one of the finest 
leaders in a. field of Christian education 
in our natio: 
In October, "1955, at the 10th Annual 


Rev. O. W. Polen 


The Rev. O. W. Polen, pastor of West 
Flint, Michigan, Church of God and form- 
erly the National Sunday School and Youth 
Director, will be teaching a class at the 
convention in Detroit. The Rev. Mr. Polen 
believes that every pastor in the Church 
of God would be a better pastor if he 
attended the National Sunday School Con- 
vention. He would go home with greater 
and better ideas for having a larger and 
more effective Sunday School and church. 
It would be worth much sacrifice to at- 
tend this Christian education convention. 


broadcast. 


network. 


Detroit, October 11-13. 





kane, 


Rev. Jack Wyrtzen 


Rev. Jack Wyrtzen, director of Word of 
Life Fellowship, New York City, will be 
the featured cneabet on the opening ae 
Wednesday, October 11. ,, will 
on “The Need of the Hour. 

Formerly a high school - band lead- 
er, Wyrtzen was converted in the 1930's. 
His life was completely changed and he 
began witnessing and holding meetin 
For twenty-one years the Word of e 
Saturday night youth rallies have been in 
ey are now broadcast from 
the Gospel Tabernacle in New York and go 
out over 265 radio stations of the Mutal 


Light = 
rector of 
Presbyterian 
fornia, will be a 


ber 11-13. 


over og enrolled. 
es in the field 


wom Sunday School Convention in Spo- 


gton, Mr. 
sented the title, “Mr. Sunday School of 
America.” 





eatured speaker 
National Sunday. school Convention, “Octo- 


Dr. Mears has led her Sunday School 
for man 
d f the leading au 
and one 0 e 

of Christian education 
in the United States 


Risley was pre- 





Rev. Cecil B. Knight 


The Rev. Cecil B. Knight, National Sun- 
day School and Youth rector, will con- 
duct a workshop session on the subject, 
Perm to Know and to Teach 


The Rev. Mr. Knight has successfully 
served as pastor for nine years and as 
Assistant ational Sunday School and 
Youth Director for four years. He would 
like to enco e Prine state Sunday 
School and you director and his board 
to attend the convention in Detroit. Every 
Sunday School worker, and especially ~ 
day School superintendents, would ey 
benefit by attending the National nday 
School Convention. 


Dr. Henrietta Mears 
etta Mears, founder of 


y ay. choo! publications and bi 


Chureh + “Goll 


of 
ywood, oO 
t the 


years and now has 
c 
thori- 





today. 





EVERAL MONTHS ago, just 

before I was to leave Chica- 

go for several engagements 
on the West Coast, a man came 
into my office and asked me 
what I was going to speak about 
on the coming tour. Almost spon- 
taneously I replied, “The Sunday 
Schools of America.” He stunned 
me with the retort, “Nobody is in- 
terested in the Sunday Schools of 
America. Some may be interested 
in their own Sunday Schools.” 

I wish that I could tell you that 
my experience has disproved the 
above claim, but it does not. It 
rather confirms it. However, as a 
result of this thought-provoking 
conversation, I have been moved to 
prepare a message entitled, “Five 
Ways to Make Your Communit: 
Conscious of Your Sunday School.” 

Our nation is the sum total of 
the communities that make it up. 
If each of us can make our com- 
munity conscious of our Sunday 
School, we can go a long way to- 
ward making our nation Sunday- 
School conscious. 

In Acts 1:8 we see an outline 
of procedure given to us by the 
Holy Spirit Himself. 

But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Ju- 
dea, and in Samaria, and unto 
—, a part of the 


earth. 

Notice the four geographical lo- 
cations mentioned—Jerusalem, Ju- 
dea, Samaria, and uttermost part 
of the earth. 

Our Jerusalem is right where we 
are. Certainly God intends us to be- 
gin witnessing for Him right where 
we are. But God never intended for 
our witnessing or our vision to stop 
there! God intends our witnessing 
to include Judea and Samaria— 
if not through ourselves, then 
through others we pray for and 
support. 

Am I right when I say that much 
of our praying, our planning, yes, 
even our paying has begun at Jeru- 
salem, and some has gone to the 
uttermost part of the earth, but a 
great gap has been left between? 
Judea and Samaria have been for- 
gotten. 

Christians in America have 
failed their country and their Lord 
in failing to pray for their own 
land. Many Christians who meet 
regularly in their places of worship 
for prayer each week will pray for 
those in foreign lands and for those 
of their own church circle with lit- 
tle or no thought for those of their 
community, state, or nation. 

Little wonder we have the indif- 
ference to the church and Sunday 
School on the part of the world 
when the world sees so much in- 
difference on the of the 
church. Churches like individuals 
can and do become egocentric, but 
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Five Ways to Mak®yYof 
Conscious of 


By Clate A. Risley 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, N.S.S.A. 


it always means uselessness and fi- 
nally death. Let us ask God to give 
us a vision that begins at Jeru- 
salem and extends around the 
globe including Judea and Samaria. 

There was a day when America 
was Sunday-School conscious, but 
that was not the result of pas- 
tors, superintendents and Sunday 
School teachers saying, “I’m inter- 
ested in my Sunday School, but I 
can’t be bothered about yours.” 

For instance, there was a time 
when every county in Illinois had 
a Sunday School association and 
sponsored their own convention 
each year. Sunday School teachers 
were inspired and instructed, and 
the Sunday Schools grew; the 
whole state felt the impact of the 
Sunday School. This was not the 
work of egocentric Christians or 
self-centered, self-satisfied Sunday 
Schools. It was largely the result of 
a man named Moody with a bur- 
den for a state, yes, a nation and 
a world. 

May our vision include a state, 
a nation, a world; may our bur- 
den be increased until we will do 
something toward reaching all our 
vision includes. The Sunday School 
is the greatest agency the church 
has to reach every age group, ev- 
ery member of the family. 

Would you like to see your com- 
munity made conscious of your 
Sunday School? It can be. I want to 
give five ways you can do this. 


A Better Informed Personnel 


We need the Sunday School re- 
defined. Perhaps because it is over 
175 years old too many of us have 
taken it for granted. We need to 
learn again its p es and its 
aims. Many are working in Sunday 
Schools today who do not know 
what Sunday School is. 

For several years it was my priv- 
ilege to teach a class in Sunday 
School administration and organi- 
zation. The first assignment I gave 
was to write a definition of the 
Sunday School. The ——— of 
the class were Sunday School su- 

rintendents, some pastors and 

unday School teachers. Is this too 
difficult an assignment for such a 
class? The most usual answer 
would be something like this, “A 
Sunday School is an organization 
to teach the Bible to children.” 

May I ask you two things about 
this answer? First, who said the 
Sunday School is only a teaching 


institution? The first responsibility 
of the Sunday School is to reach. 
The great commission said “Go” 
before it said “teach.” The Lord 
commanded His disciples to go into 
the highways and byways and per- 
suade them to come in. In modern 
language every Christian is to be a 
salesman for Jesus. Nowhere in the 
Bible is the unbeliever commanded 
to come to the house of God. Many 
are the commands to the believer 
to go, to get, and to give. The rea- 
son the average Sunday School is 
not teaching any more is because 
it is not reaching any more. 

The second question I would ask 
is, who said we were only to teach 
children? The Sunday School is for 
everyone. Every member of the 
family needs to be in Sunday 
School. Many adults who attend 
church and even help in Sunday 
School think in terms of Sunday 
School for children only. 

The Sunday School is the church 
at work. The Sunday School is the 
workshop of the church. The 
church and the Sunday School are 
one in their purposes and aims. 
The Sunday School is an organi- 
zation that has as its purpose the 
reaching of men and women, youth, 
boys and girls, with the gospel, win- 
ning them to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
“teaching them to observe all 
things,” training them to reach, to 
win, and to teach others also. This 
is God’s method of building Chris- 
tian citizens, and remember every 
Christian is either useful or useless. 


More Interested Pastors 


If we are ever going to make our 
communities conscious of our Sun- 
day Schools, we must have pastors 
who are truly interested in them. 

The pastor is a key man in any 
church. If he isn’t, he should be. 
We cannot expect our nation to be 
more conscious of the Sunday 
School than our churches. Our 
churches will be no more Sunday- 
School conscious than our pastors 
are. Our pastors will be no more 
Sunday-School conscious than the 
schools and seminaries they attend. 

I heard a former pastor who is 
now a state director of Christian 
education for a leading denomina- 
tion say, “When I was in semina 
I thought the only ones who too 
courses in Christian education were 
those so dumb they flunked Hebrew 
and Greek. When I got into the 
pastorate I found my people wished 








I knew something more about 
Christian education. All that I had 
learned about Greek was Greek to 
them.” God forbid that we discour- 
age anyone from scholastic study, 
but we certainly need to be sure 
our education is well-rounded and 
practical. : 

Many pastors know very little 
about their Sunday Schools. I have 
talked with great preachers who 
did not know the difference be- 
tween the beginner and primary 
departments. 

It is interesting to observe that 
the fastest growing churches and 
the fastest growing denominations 
are those where the pastors are 
vitally interested in the Sunday 
School. Indeed a great percent of 
our church members still come 
from the Sunday School. What 
sensible salesman will neglect his 
most fruitful field? A prominent 
Southern California pastor says, 
Mm | pastor that does not give at 
least 50 per cent of his time to the 
Sunday School is neglecting his 
work.” 

However, from a national stand- 
point I am happy to report that I 
believe more and more pastors are 
attending Sunday School confer- 
ences, taking notes and asking 
questions than ever before in this 
ee We are also happy to re- 
port that a number of Christian 
schools have added courses in 
Christian education and personnel 
to teach them. These are encour- 
aging trends. The results will be 
felt in our churches. 

If we are going to make an im- 
pression upon our community, we 
must have more interested pastors. 


An Improved Program 


The third thing that must take 
place if we are going to make an 
impression upon our community is 
an improved program. It is still 
true, “If our Sunday Schools are 
going to be bigger they must be 
better.” 

Visit a few Sunday Schools; take 
a look at your own and perhaps 

ou’ll ask with me, not why don’t 
hey come, but why does anybody 
come? Why do as many people 
come as do come? 

There is an answer. They come 
because they are spiritually hun- 
gry; because they want food; be- 
cause they want to try to serve. 
But think of the thousands, even 
millions that might be reached if 


PY oft Community 
s of Your Sunday School 


we had a program to interest and 
instruct them. 

Our Sunday School hour is basic- 
ally in two parts—an assembly and 
a class period. The need for better 

repared, trained teachers is great, 

put it does not begin to compare 
with the need for better trained 
Sunday School superintendents. 


The average assembly period in 
95 per cent of our Sunday Schools 
is evidence of a great need here. 
Little prayer, little planning, little 
preparation, are in evidence. 


The church and the Sunday 
School have Christ to give to the 
world. We may differ in some very 
essential things, but basically, 
evangelical Protestantism sees in 
Christ the hope of the world. 


Rake dl then are we failing so in 
reaching those of our communi- 
ties? Because we are negligent in 
planning a program that will real- 
ly inspire, instruct, interest. 

What are elements of an open- 
ing assembly? The Bible, makin 
the program Christ-centered, 
prayer and music are always the 
chief elements. These can be pre- 
sented in various ways and well by 
several persons. The superintend- 
ent is a co-ordinator to see that 
each one who is to take part is 
invited and prepared. The musi- 
cians, pianist, song leader, and spe- 
cial musicians should be informed 
of their part in the program well 
in advance. 

The central portion of the pro- 
gram must give out the Word of 
Life. It may be a brief message by 
a teacher or a visiting speaker. It 
may be a visual aid as an object 
lesson. There are good ones for all 
ages. The superintendent does not 
have to preenee all special events. 
In fact, he should not. 

A few good rules are: use as 
many people as possible. Begin on 
time and close on time. See that 
the program progresses rapidly. 
See that a variety of things are 
included throughout the year. 


estas J superintendent ought to 
make his own year book—marking 
special days and Sundays to be ob- 
served in special ways. such as mis- 
sionary Sunday, tithing teaching, 
temperance emphasis, rally day, 
promotion day, etc. It is just as 
easy to be planning several Sun- 
days at a time as it is one, and the 
preparation should be much better. 





It takes time to plan, prepare 
and property execute a program, 
but it pays big dividends. 


Invite More People 


The first important thing is to 
get a program going, then invite 
the people. 

Get the house cleaned up before 
the company comes. It is definitely 
wrong to publicize unless we have 
something to publicize. You may 
get people out once, but if they are 
disappointed, they will be harder to 
get back again. 

Any business interested in return 
purchases is interested in its cus- 
tomers, and any business that 
does not have them is soon out of 
business. The Sunday School must 
take care of its customers. 

Teachers must be expected to 
take care of visitors and absentees. 
No Sunday School has any right 
to even dream of an expansion 
program unless it is taking care of 
those it aay has. Why get any 
more to neglect? Any Sunday 
School that will systematically take 
care of the absentees and visitors 
will see its average attendance and 
its enrollment grow. 

How many visitors did you have 
in your Sunday School last year? 
One a week is a total of 52. ere 
are they? How many became reg- 
ular? If not, why not? If they are 
not in your Sunday School now, 
they are either in somebody else’s 
or not in any. Why didn’t they be- 
come regular? Were they neglect- 
ed? It’s so easy for the gang— 
perhaps better known as “the 
clique” to be so friendly and ignore 
the stranger and the visitor. 

I heard of a man in Chicago who 
went to church and left his hat on. 
The pastor noticed it and told an 
usher to ask the man to remove 
his hat. The usher went to the man 
and said, “Sir, would you kindly 
remove your hat?” The man enthu- 
siastically replied, “I knew it would 
do it. I knew it would do it. I’ve 
come here for six weeks and you’re 
the first person who has spoken to 
me ” 


Maybe your church isn’t that 
bad, but we see a great need in 
most churches for improvement 
here. Many church members leave 
the job of making friends to the 
pastor and the Sunday School su- 
perintendent. 

Perhaps we have excused our- 
selves by saying, “Why should I in- 
vite anyone to church? The church 
is a public place. Anyone can come 
who wants to.” That may be, but 
the average man who doesn’t at- 
tend church is as ill at ease in 
church as some of us would be at 
the corner bar. Why? Because he 
has very little idea of what goes 
on behind those church doors. Per- 
haps occasionally some may be cu- 
rious enough to respond to an invi- 
tation, but they would pee not 
venture in alone. Few of the strang- 
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ers that come to our church are 
concerned with our orthodoxy. 
They probably don’t know and care 
less as to whether we’re evangel- 
ical or fundmental, but they do 
know and care if we’re friendly. 


Many a visitor has decided if he’ll 
ever come back before he even sees 
the preacher. It is the usher at 
Sunday School as well as at church 
that has the first chance to show 
himself interested in the newcomer. 


Church members need to be re- 
minded and trained to invite peo- 
ple to come back again. “Thank 
you, call again” is a familiar sign 
as we leave the restaurant or de- 
partment store. Too often it is 
neither in sight nor on our lips as 
strangers leave our building. Invite 
them to return. Invite those who 
attend some services of the church 
to attend others. For instance in 
most morning worship services 
there are from 25 to 50 per cent 
who were not in Sunday School. It 
is a good time to invite, not only 
from the oe but person to per- 
son, even if it is an organized ef- 
fort with key leaders assigned to 
sections of the building to speak 
to and invite all who were not in 
Sunday School to attend next week. 


Invitations should vary. There 
are many woes to invite people to 
public gatherings. Use a legit- 
imate method to inform them of 
what is going on and to interest 
them in coming. Here are a few— 
the church bulletin, special letters 
and cards and invitations, public 
announcements, radio spot and 
news announcements of special 
events. The newspaper is an excel- 
lent means and could be used much 
more if stories were well written 
and gotten to reporters in time. 


All these methods are good, but 
none excels the personal contact. 
Shortly before an election an in- 
teresting comment appeared in a 
popular weekly magazine regarding 
the importance of personal contact 
in elections. All that is true of 
elections is true and more so of the 
Sunday School and church. 


The real job before all of us 
who want a... victory is 
not to sit around and complain. 
This is not a one-man show. 
The fight is everybody’s fight. 
Candidates don’t win elections 
alone. Organized personal ef- 
forts at the voter level and 
vigorous man-to-man persua- 
sion are decisive. Elections are 
not won on the stump or on 
the TV screen. They are won 
at the front door of the voter, 
and at the roadside in the 
country and at the work bench 
in the factory. For the women 
it should be added that elec- 
tions are won also when they 
drop in on their neighbors and 
chat. It is a well-known fact 


that personal contacts and 
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personal contacts alone are the 

final means of delivering the 

vote.—Newsweek, Sept. 1952. 

For Sunday School it can cer- 
tainly be said that the fast- 
est growing churches and Sunday 
Schools are those employing visita- 
tion contact methods. It is scrip- 
tural and it gets results. 


Invest More Than Pennies 


We must invest more time. The 
job well done means hours of ef- 
fort. Let’s challenge our men and 
women with the bigness of the task. 
It’s an all week’s job. 

How often we’ve heard super- 
intendents persuading, begging 
someone to take a class with “They 
are only little tots, it won’t take 
much time, half an hour or so on 
Sunday morning.” 

The Sunday School teachers of 
America have the biggest job of 
any single corps of workers. These 
men and women can do more to 
—_ the tide or irreligion, im- 
morality, irresponsibility than any 
group in the land. Laws won’t do 
it. We’ve got laws. Government 
can’t do it. Christ can do it as He 
is given opportunity to touch lives 
that the Sunday School has 
reached, but it takes time, your 
time. 

We must invest more than pen- 





School 


nies. Pennies and Sunda 
have seemingly gone — her ever 


since Sunday School first began, 
but it takes more than pennies to 
build good Sunday Schools. What 
Sunday School does not need bet- 
ter equipment and more and bet- 
ter buildings to care for those they 
have labored to reach? Whether on 
a local, state, or national level, if 
we are to do the job as it must 
be done, we must invest more dol- 
lars. 

The Holy Spirit outlined the pro- 
gram for the church to follow—“be- 
ginning at Jerusalem and Judea 
and Samaria and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.” 

Don’t slacken your efforts at 
home or abroad, but let’s include 
in our plans Judea and Samaria 
with a more informed personnel, 
more interested pastors, an im- 
proved program, by inviting more 
people and by investing more time 
and money in the greatest cause of 
all—that of reaching every mem- 
ber of every family of every na- 
tion with the gospel message of 
Christ. 


Supplied by National Sunday 
School Association in observ- 
ance of National Sunday 
School Week, September 24-Oc- 
tober 1. 





Why 4; the Sunday Nheol 
Important in oe iy TE 


By W. E. Johnson 


PASTOR, GREENVILLE (TREMONT AVE.), S. C. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL stands 
today as one of the mightiest in- 
struments of Christianity. There 
are three reasons I think the Sun- 
day School is important in our 


times. 

First, The Sunday School is im- 
portant in our times because of the 
lack of fundamental Bible teach- 
ing in the schools of our land. All 
the great educational institutions 
of our country in colonial days 
were founded upon the great 
truths of Christianity, but all this 
has passed. Instead of our educa- 
tional institutions promoting an 
atmosphere of spirituality, they 


now have become fountains of 
skepticism. 
Second, the Sunday School is 


important because of the popular- 
ity and the growing acceptance of 
false religions. The best way to 
prevent our children and young 
people from going into error is to 
see that the Sunday School teach- 
es them the truth. The Sunday 
School will span the gap between 


the pulpit and the children’s de- 
partment. Dr. Clyde Narramore 
states, “Through the years a suc- 
cession of intelligent gospel 
preachers ministered to our spirit- 
ual needs. They undoubtedly 
brought wonderful messages, yet 
for some reason, I cannot remem- 
ber what they said. But Sunday 
School was different. By the time 
I was five years of age I knew 
that I was a sinner and that Christ 
could save.” 

Third, the Sunday School is im- 
portant because of the threat Com- 
munism poses to our religious free- 
dom. In the event our children 
have to live in a Communist so- 
ciety where God is denied and the 
Bible rejected, can they maintain 
their Christian integrity? I believe 
if that day should arrive and the 
Sunday School has had the op- 
portunity to plant the Word in 
young hearts, our children could 
say with the Psalmist David, “Th 
word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against thee.” 
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MARVELOUS SALVATION 


ters of the beautiful town of 

Olmue, one of my compan- 
ions brought, in fulfilment of his 
duty, to the body of guards where 
I was carrying out my functions 
as corporal (besides being the pas- 
tor of the Church of God in Li- 
mache), a man of approximately 
56 years, who had to be detained 
in order to comply with a judicial 
order in this said military head- 
quarters. The face of the man, 
upon learning about our inten- 
tions to detain him, became very 
saddened, because he was the fa- 
ther of a family whom he loved, 
and it pained him for them to 
know that he had been taken into 
custody. 

When I learned about his case 
in a very personal form, I felt a 
special affection for him, and at 
the same time, a desire to talk to 
him about the Word of God and 
present to him the best Lawyer 
among all lawyers for all of our 
causes—Christ our Saviour. 

This man knew that he would 
be turned over to the public prison 
in Limache for something that he 
would have to pay for. Thus, dur- 
ing the night I offered him the 
best that I had, the love of the 
Lord for his life, the only refuge 
that could help him in such a dif- 
ficult situation. At the beginning, 


Gi THE MILITARY headquar- 


By Rene Aranda Gil 


(TRANSLATED FROM THE SPANISH READING) 


he showed himself very difficult 
and hardened toward accepting 
Christ. He told me that from the 
time of his youth or his child- 
hood, that there had only been 
one religion for him (Roman Ca- 
tholicism), to which he had given 
his services in many, many ways. 
I took him to the Bible and spoke 
to him about his salvation, and 
showed him his sin and his errors 


. in spite of his belief, and finally 
_I showed him the true way of Je- 


sus, which Christ had also showed 
to me through the passage that 
we read in John 14:6: “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me.” 

The hours passed by and he still 
had not made his decision, but I 
did not get tired of showing him 
the works of Jesus through His 
Word. When the guardhouse clock 
showed 2:30 in the morning, that 
man, whose name is Carmelo 
Segundo Arancibia, and who for 
many years had lived far from the 
knowledge of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, learned that his soul was 
in danger of being lost, because 
no one had talked to him about 
this salvation in Christ, and he 
accepted Jesus as his personal Sav- 
iour. Glory to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for His love. 

Tears of joy streamed down our 


cheeks, and we hugged each other 
in the love of the Lord. From this 
moment on, he was my brother 
in Christ. God very truly worked 
in a very special way. Opening the 
Bible, we read this passage to- 
gether: 

Romans 8:1, 2: There is 
therefore now no condem- 
nation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. For the 
law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of 
sin and death. 

The next day he was taken to 
jail without sadness, because he 
had accepted the Lord, and our 
Lawyer. Another amazing thing 
happened: the next day the Lord 
took him out of that place. Glory 
to God! 

Now not only is he serving the 
Lord, but his wife and his son 
have accepted Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour as well. This makes 
us realize one more time the truth 
of the Scripture found in Acts 16:- 
31, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved and 
thy house.” 

I give thanks to my God for 
having given to me this oppor- 
tunity of winning these precious 
souls for His eternal kingdom. 
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TITLES FOR TEEN-AGERS 


By Church of God Authors 


THE TEEN-AGERS’ TEN COMMANDMENTS 
ON MISSIONS 


By Floyd D. Carey, Jr. 


Christian youth are desiring to fulfill, not par- 
ticularly, but completely the commands of Christ. 
For this reason, teen-agers are turning their at- 
tention to the challenge of “Go ye” and “Send 
the light.” The questions of “why support?” and 
“What can I do?” are falling from the lips of 
eager youth. 


32 pages Price, 50c 


TEEN-AGE CONVENTION FLAMES 


Compiled by Floyd D. Carey, Jr. 


This unique youth book contains fourteen ar- 
ticles of information and inspiration written by 
teen-agers. The book is designed to be used in 
special youth gatherings, teen-age conventions, 
youth study course, youth night services and for 
private youth devotions and guidance. The cover 
of the book bears the theme, “Commitment Amid 
Conflict.” 

Some of the writings include: Christ on the 
Campus, Christ in the Class, Christ in the Club, 
Me and My Budget, Purity Pays Off and Looking 
Ahead. This book is sure to capture the attention 
of Christian teen-agers. 


32 pages Price, 50c 


TEEN-AGERS’ TRAIL GUIDE 
By Floyd D. Carey, Jr. 


This booklet offers the teen-ager assistance and 
practical advice on. how to meet successfully the 
emergencies that are ever present on the very dis- 
turbing and dangerous trail of teenage. 

This book will brighten the path, encourage the 
heart and impose steadfastness. 


76 pages Price, $1.00 


TRIALS THAT TRIP TEEN-AGERS 
By Floyd D. Carey, Jr. 
“A Conduct and Courage Manual” 


The subjects discussed in this book were revealed 
in a youth problem survey and were considered 
by a majority of the teen-agers as trials that trip 
and cause worry. Twenty-five different items are 
treated openly, and sound advice and encourage- 
ment are given. Some of the subjects are: 


Parents Sports Dancing Clothes 
Power Speech Drinking Make-up 
Petting Smoking Dating Growth 


This booklet definitely contains vital information 
and valuable suggestions for the average teen-ager. 
Biblical references are listed for each subject at 
the bottom of the page. 

















CLASSICS 


Price 


$1.50 


Price 


$7.50 


Price 


$5.95 





32 pages Price, 35c¢ 
Church of God Publishing House Pathway Book Store Pathway Book Store Pathway Book Store Pathway Book Sto 
922 Montgomery Avenue 1108 Florida Avenue 75 South Broadway 25 Houston Street, N.E. 231 South Church "Street 
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Pendleton Praising God 
for Revival 

PENDLETON, Ga.—tThe Rev. 
James Meeks and the Rev. C. L. 
Radford of Metter, Georgia, have 
just closed a two-week revival at 
the Pendleton Church of God. 

God blessed the Christians in 
this meeting, and sinners prayed 
at the altar. We thank God because 
He has called preachers like Rev. 
Meeks and Rev. Radford into the 
ministry. 

Sister J. L. Peterson of Savan- 
nah is pastor of this little coun- 
try church, and we thank God for 
sending her our way. 

—Mrs. G. C. Waters, reporter 


Grandview Experiences 
Great Revival 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn —The 
Grandview Church of God has re- 
cently experienced an _ old-fash- 
ioned revival with the Rev. Elmer 
Barbary as the evangelist. God 
greatly blessed nightly. There were 
20 saved, 3 sanctified, 1 was filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and 8 were 
added to the church. 

We praise God for this great 
move of His Spirit. 

—Billy Hedgepath, pastor 


Glenwood Church Enjoys 
Greatest Revival of Its Time 


GLENWOOD, Ga—The Church 
of God at Glenwood, Georgia, has 
just enjoyed one of the greatest 
revivals of its time. We gratefully 
praise God and honor Him for His 
precious visitation in such a won- 
derful way. 

There were 23 saved, a good num- 
ber sanctified, 7 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, 13 added to the church. 
Many were healed, and the saints 
were wonderfully renewed. The 
church was blessed in every way. 

Sister Mavis Palmer of Lyons, 
Georgia, was the evangelist. She 
and her fine family who sang and 
worked in the altar, were a bless- 
ing to us. Sister Mildred Griffin 
is the pastor and we appreciate her 
so much. 

Pray for the continued success 


y of our little church. —Reporter 


Eight Saved at Alamo, Georgia 


ALAMO, Ga.—We have just re- 
cently enjoyed a wonderful revival 
at Alamo, for which we do humbly 
praise God. 

The Rev. Pete Williams and 
Brother Cook, from Eastman, con- 
ducted the revival. Their ministry 
was a blessing to us. 

There were 8 saved, 5 sanctified, 
and 5 filled with the Holy Ghost. 
The church was greatly blessed. 
There were also many wonderful 
healings. The Lord be praised for 
every accomplishment in this little 
new work. 

Sister Mildred Griffin is our pas- 
tor and she is a great blessing to 


us. 
Pray for God to give this work 
a stronger hold in the community. 
—Reporter 


Good Revival at Mullens 


MULLENS, W. Va.—The Church 
of God at Mullens, West Virginia, 
is still praising God for the good 
revival we recently enjoyed. Freda 
Roberson of Syracuse, Ohio, was 
the evangelist. There were 5 saved, 
5 sanctified, 3 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 14 baptized in water and 14 
were united with the church. We 
have received 22 members in the 
church since the General Assem- 
bly, and we are very thankful for 
this increase. 

—E. R. Heaton, pastor 


Some Say, “Greatest Revival 
Central Has Ever Had” 


CENTRAL, S. C.—The Central 
Church of God recently closed a 
three-week revival with Sister 
Gertrude Patrick of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, as the evangelist. The Lord 
anointed her singing and preach- 
ing. This revival was a great bless- 
ing to Central. The Holy Ghost 
moved in a wonderful way. There 
were 26 saved, 20 sanctified, 25 
filled with the Holy Ghost and 18 
joined the church. 

Sister Patrick worked so hard 
and was a real blessing to us. Some 
in the church said that this was 
the greatest revival Central has 
ever had. We do thank the Lord 
for what He has done. We are still 
enjoying the presence of God. 

—Reporter 


Great Revival at 
Horse Branch, Kentucky 


HORSE BRANCH, Ky.—On June 
4 a wonderful revival began on the 
Horse Branch district. People fell 
under the power in the opening 
service. God’s power was present in 
every service. One minister, who 
has been preaching for 15 years, 
said this was the most wonderful 
revival he had ever attended. 

There were 27 saved, 15 sancti- 
fied, 15 filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and many were healed. People who 
had sought for the Holy Ghost for 
years received the blessing. 

Sister Delores Simmerman and 
her co-worker, Joanne Perkins, 
were the evangelists. They are very 
consecrated and preach the Word 
of God. All the ministers on the 
district recommend them very high- 
ly to any church that wants a 
Holy Ghost revival. 

Only heaven will tell what results 
this revival brought about. 

—Alma Geary, reporter 





Lord’s Supper Starting Point for Austin’s Revival 


AUSTIN, Ind—A Friday night 
Lord’s Supper and Foot-Washing 
service was the beginning of what 
proved to be a revival that will not 
soon be forgotten in the town of 
Austin, Indiana. The town and 
surrounding community were 
stirred by the reports of people be- 
ing saved, sanctified and filled 
with the Holy Ghost. As week after 
glorious week went by, for over 
eight weeks, a number of preach- 
ers, each in his turn, led us to a 
deeper experience each night. Nev- 
er have I seen God work as He did 
these ps weeks. Many fasted and 
prayed daily for the revival. One 
mother testified, “Now everyone at 
my house is saved!” A Sunday 
School teacher said, “Every young 
person in my class who is present 


is saved.” A young married woman 
told us, “I was saved as a young 
girl in the Church of God; now I 
am back home again.” 

Of the total results and the good 
accomplished, we will never know 
all, but this much we do know: 
that 20 were saved, 13 sanctified, 
8 filled with the Holy Ghost and 
14 were baptized in water. If the 
13 that joined the church, there 
were 4 families—husband and wife. 
This, in itself, was a blessing to 
the rest of the church. 

We are indeed thankful to our 
pastor, Brother T. O. Cagle and his 
family, for it was through his un- 
tiring efforts that we were led to 
pray each day and attend the serv- 
ices each night. 

—M. Smucker, reporter 
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Nebraska Prayer Conference 
Inspires Ministers 


LINCOLN, Neb.—It has been said 
that prayer is the greatest force 
in the universe. This is no exag- 
geration and will bear constant 
repetition. In this atomic age when 
forces are ae released that stag- 
ger the thought and imagination of 
man, it is well to remember that 
prayer transcends all other forces. 
The Church of God in Nebraska, 
was made to realize this in a great 
way in the prayer conference 
which is now history. 

There are no words to express 
just what we felt as the Lord 
showered His blessings upon us. 
The singing was inspirational, and 
the ee by our esteemed Gen- 
eral Secretary-Treasurer, the Rev- 
erend A. M. Phillips, were surely 
inspired of God. We were certainly 
honored and privileged to have 
Brother Phillips with us, and we 
give him a hearty invitation to 
—_ back and be with us any 

me. 

Under the wise, capable and posi- 
tive leadership of our beloved state 
overseer, Reverend Ray T. Hill, the 
meeting was called to order and he 
read Isaiah 12. By this time we 
knew that we were in the presence 
of God. 


From the first service one could 
feel the power of God. It is won- 
derful to see how united the min- 
isters are in their efforts to work 
for the Lord and His Church. Every 
pastor in the state was present at 
the conference, , our State 
Sunday School and Youth Director, 
Reverend Gale A. Barnett, filled his 
place in the conference. We also 
have a new minister in the state, 
Reverend Richard Craig, who is 
pastoring the church at Auburn. 


The first night is always “get 
acquainted” night. We heard some 
wonderful testimonies from all the 

ters and were happy to hear 
how the Lord was blessing each 
church. We appreciate our good 
state overseer and his wife. They 
are a et to each one in the 
state and we love them very much. 
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We especially appreciate the way 
the overseer is putting over the 
program of God in the State of 
Nebraska. We thank the Lord for 
sending them to us; the state is 
really prospering under the capable 
leadership of Brother Hill. 

I would like to mention the won- 
derful hospitality that we always 
receive at the Lincoln Church. The 
Reverend R. H. Wise, the host pas- 
tor, and his good people made us 
feel welcome. The Ladies’ Willing 
Workers’ Band worked hard and we 
certainly did appreciate the good 
food they prepared for us. I think 
everyone was happy. Our thanks is 
only a small reward for all their 
hard work. Everyone was made wel- 
come at this prayer conference. 

At 9:30 the next morning, we 
gathered at the church, expecting 
wonderful spiritual services. Broth- 
er Phillips gave us another soul- 
stirring message that morning. The 
Lord was blessing our hearts so 
with His Word that we could not 
wait for Brother Phillips to finish 
his message; we had to go on our 
knees and talk to our Lord and 
thank Him for all He had done 
for us. 

In the afternoon service, Brother 
Phillips brought another great 
message to the ministers. He told 
them a few of his experiences in 
the ministry, and I am sure that 
he was a real help and inspira- 
tion to everyone that heard him. 


Our last service was the most 
wonderful of all. It seemed that 
God had saved an extra portion 
for us to have that night. He just 
filled us full and overflowing with 
His power. The Holy Ghost was 
very real, and He put His approval 
on every part of the service. Our 
souls were blessed by the wonder- 
ful songs of Zion and all the special 
songs. The people gave a love of- 
fering to Brother P ps and with 
it the heartfelt invitation to come 
back to visit us whenever possible. 
He is truly a man of God. We 
were honored to have him with us. 
We are very grateful to the Lord 
for such men as he and our Gen- 
eral Executive Committee. 


Brother Phillips’ final message 
really thrilled our souls; it made 
us want to do more for the Lord 
and His Church. The Holy Ghost 
was so real that we could hardly 
contain the power that fell from 
heaven. We shouted and rejoiced 
unto the Lord as the Bible said 
we would do. We give God all the 
glo and praise for the success 
of the prayer conference. Everyone 
went away to his church rejoicing 
in the Lord and telling others about 
the wonderful services. Truly God 
had His hand on us and was smiling 
His approval on us as we wor- 
shipped Him in spirit and in truth. 
Let us keep up the good fight, be 
prayer warriors for God, and we 
will have the victory in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

—Mrs. Anne Bradbury, reporter 


New Parsonage at 
Park Avenue 


MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Rev. Thomas 
R. Culp, pastor of the Park Avenue 
Church of God, has recently moved 
into the new church parsonage lo- 
cated at 902 Inman Road. 

This beautiful parsonage has 8 
large rooms and 2 full baths. The 
home is air-conditioned. There are 
4 bedrooms, a living room, dining 
room, kitchen and a_ spacious 
birch-paneled den. 

This newly-acquired property 
joins the present church property. 
The total value of the church and 
parsonage is $125,000-with an exist- 
ing total debt of only $16,000. 

The members and friends are 
thankful for the progress the 
church is making both spiritually 
and materially. We do so much ap- 
preciate ey | Brother Culp as 
our pastor. A hearty invitation is 
extended to all to visit Park Ave- 
nue Church of God when in this 
city. —Raymon Densford, clerk 


West Flint Church of God 
Enjoys Wonderful Revival 
and Singing School 


FLINT, Mich—The West Flint 
Church of God observed National 
Youth Week, April 30-May 7. Youth 
Evangelist was La erman 
who began a youth revival on 
Tuesday night, May 2. This was 
an outstanding revival in every 
way, and the presence of the Holy 
Ghost was obvious in every serv- 
ice. Attendance was splendid. 

A special moving of the Holy 
Ghost was witnessed in the Sunday 
night service on April 30. There 
was no preaching and in this serv- 
ice 6 were converted, 3 filled with 
the Holy Ghost and 5 joined the 





























church. Four of the 5 who joined 
the church did so at the close of 
the Sunday night altar service 
around 11:00 p.m. 

During the youth revival, 10 were 
converted, 4 sanctified and 4 were 
filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Sunday, May 7, was Youth Sun- 
day, and all the church offices 
were filled by teens. Leon Mainer 
was Youth Pastor and Ken Beard 
was General Sunday School Super- 
intendent. 

Brother Timmerman’s ministry 
greatly blessed the West Flint 
Church of God. He is sincere and 
his messages are full of rich, 
anointed content. He is a capable 
and outstanding young evangelist 
who would bless any church with 
his ministry. 


Singing School 


During the period May 15-26, the 
West Flint Church also enjoyed a 
very successful singing school di- 
rected by Roosevelt Miller of Lee 
College faculty. It was a treat to 
have Brother Miller at West Flint, 
and his instruction was invaluable. 


Progress Report 


It is with deep gratitude and 
praise to God that we report the 
blessings of God upon the West 
Flint Church. During the past 9 
months, 76 have been converted, 
35 sanctified, 44 baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, 41 baptized in wa- 
ter and 73 have joined the church. 

The West Flint Church of God is 
composed of a fine group of co- 
operative, hard-working and con- 
secrated people who want to see 
their church continue to move for- 


ward. —O. W. Polen, pastor 


Redecoration of Charleston, 
King Street, Church 
Breathtaking 


CHARLESTON, S. C.—“It seems 
almost impossible to realize that 
you are in the same church build- 
ing!” This could very well be the 
expression of anyone visiting our 
church now who last saw it prior 
to January, 1961. In fact, it is the 
general feeling of those who have 
continued to worship here all dur- 
— period of renovation. 

v. W. R. Craven and his fine 
wife were assigned to pastor the 
Charleston, King Street Church of 
God following the 1960 General As- 
sembly. After arriving in Charles- 
ton in September, Brother Craven 
immediately commenced planning 
the numerous improvements need- 
ed for our Sunday School and wor- 
ship departments. Shortly after 
January 1, the actual work began 
taking form. This was a day long 
awaited by many of our people— 





members and friends alike. 

In a few short weeks real prog- 
ress had been made. Our Sunday 
School department, which occupies 
the basement area of the church, 
was given first consideration. New 
aluminum awning-t windows 
were installed throughout, acous- 
tical ceiling tile was installed in 
some of the rooms, new floor tile 
was installed throughout the en- 
tire area, and new plumbing fix- 
tures were installed in the ladies’ 
and men’s lounges. 

The next big step was the audi- 
torium and choir areas. The front 


.vestibule area was redesigned and 


changed from two side entrances 
to provide one attractive center en- 
trance. Spaces formerly used for 
steps and entrances were now very 
practically converted into a nursery 
on one side and a church office on 
the other. The choir and pulpit 
areas were completely razed and 
lowered to a more attractive level 
in proportion to the auditorium 
floor. This area was shortened by 
several feet, thereby providing 
room for four more pews in the 
main body of the auditorium. 
Probably the most pleasing 
change of all was the lowering of 
the auditorium ceiling for the in- 
stallation of air conditioning ducts. 
New acoustical tile was installed 
throughout the entire choir and 
auditorium ceiling. To help enhance 


the beauty of the new ceiling, all 
walls, window facings, and door 
facings were painted a pleasing 
new blend of colors. The floors in 
the entire auditorium were sand- 
ed and refinished; and to really 
add the final bouquet, new pews 
were installed providing two rows 
of seats on each side of the au- 
ditorium, leaving a spacious and 
attractive center aisle. The center 
aisle, altar section, and pulpit area 
were finished with luxurious car- 


pet. 

Now that the _  air-condition- 
ing system is installed and func- 
tioning adequately, we believe that 
our church has been transformed 
into one of the most beautiful and 
comfortable in our State. I must 
add, however, that along with all 
of the improvements, the power 
and presence of the true and liv- 
ing God still prevails in each serv- 
_ It is still God’s house of wor- 
ship. 

Members of the Charleston 
Church can always be thankful for 
having Brother and Sister Craven 
accept and carry out such a great 
challenge. We hope that this de- 
voted couple can spend many 
years with us helping others to 
find and worship God in God’s 
house. We are truly thankful to 
God for men who have a vision 
for God’s program. 

—David A. Wilson, reporter 





God Blessing Winter Haven With Expansion 


and Improvements 


WINTER HAVEN, Fla.—There 
has been a wonderful growth in 
the entire church program of the 
West Winter Haven Church of 
God in the past two and one-half 
years, 

It has been a great pleasure to 
serve the church and labor with 
the fine group of people we found 
when we came here as their pas- 
tor. God has helped us to accomp- 
lish many wonderful things in His 
great name. Our first project to 
undertake was this beautiful Sun- 
day School unit, which consists of 
two Sunday School room, a large 
dining room and nice kitchen. The 
dining area is also used for class- 
es, an assembly room for our Jun- 
ior Sunday School Department and 
children’s church. We value this 
unit at $3,500. ; 

Our next project was the beauti- 
ful parsonage. God moved and 
helped us in an unusual way here 
with this great undertaking. This is 
a beautiful, spacious, three-bed- 
room home, large living room, din- 
ing area, an all-electric kitchen, 


two baths, two utility rooms, and a 
large carport. We were, at one 
time, offered $14,000 for this beau- 
tiful parsonage, and we value it at 
$15,000. All of this is paid for. 
Our last project, thus far, has 
been the painting of the church, 
outside and inside, and the re- 
finishing of the floors, which along 
with many other fine projects, the 
Ladies’ Willing Workers’ Band has 
paid for. This refinishing and 
painting were a welcoming to $2,900 
worth of new Cushion Eze Pews 
by Enndicott Church Furniture 
Company, which are also paid for. 
Through the faithful coopera- 
tion and labors of a_ grateful- 
hearted people and the leadership 
of the Holy Ghost, we have been 
able to see these wonderful things 
accomplished. The Sunday School 
has increased greatly, and the 
membership of the church has 
grown from 64 to 120. God is bless- 
ing in a most wonderful way in 
every department of the church. 


—A. J. Duncan, pastor 
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The Great Texts of the Bible 


by JAMES HASTINGS 


A leading evangelical scholar, Dr. 
Charles F. Pfeiffer, Gordon Divin- 
ity School, Beverly Farms, Mass., 
is author of the new BAKER'S 
BIBLE ATLAS, just published. Evan- 
gelical Christians everywhere will 
rejoice in this dependable and 
ote sa oe Bible atlas, pre 
ed by highest scholarship! 


~ BAKER’ S BIBLE ATLAS 


with full color 
maps, outline maps, 
me = photos, geographic 
A beautiful new edition in ; . Canary, es 
twenty volumes — SAVE $1! 
$6.95 this year 
Available in Single Volumes é After 1961, $7.95 
2 A Baker Book 
This famous set, one of the richest sources for effective pulpit preaching for two gener- ro se House Publication 
ations of the Christian ministry, is now again available in complete sets, Old and New 
Testament sections, or single volumes. Consisting of 518 foundational expositions, 9742 
pages in twenty volumes, each text is treated in Introduction, Outline and Exposition, 
generously interspersed with quotable verse, illustrations and anecdotes. This notable work 
is unique in its selectiveness and emphasis on the great thematic verses in Scripture essen- 
tial to sustained and progressive preaching. 


THE COMPLETE SET, 20 VOLUMES PLUS INDEX VOLUME, $75.00 


Old Testament Only, Seven Volumes, $25 New Testament Only, 13 volumes, $50 
Single Volumes, $4.00 — Index Volume, $1.50 


Expositions of Holy Scripture 


by ALEXANDER MACLAREN 


Expository Preaching at its Best open 
These rich expositions \ ; mtonsitedl yl 


on the entire Bible by \ STUDY STAND 


one of the greatest of 
Bible expositors are clear 
and stimulating and have 
proved a most valuable NS . 
asset to thousands of Sturdily constructed metal \N 
preeinae veagig he plated study stand holds N 
ristendom. riginally NS book open autom tically N 
published in 32 volumes, Sinwee ete fr f \ 
then in 25, and again in ae os 
17, the new Eerdmans \ writing! Plastic tipped to 
edition is now complete NV protect books and desk 
in only 11 handsome top. Folds compactly to fit 
books, containing all of easily 
the 2,000 expositions. be Xk oc és i dee. NS 


is “Ty oe - — ie life to preaching, then oe 

wonderful work" "Der Wilbur Mf, Smith Handy Study Stond 
Nickel Finish 89c ea. 

Coppertone Finish $1.00 


Church of God Publishing House Pathway Book Store Pathway Book Store Pathway Book Store 
922 Montgomery Avenue 231 South Church Street 1108 Florida Avenue 75 South aeendwer ay ineeiaen oiteee 


Cleveland, Tennessee Charlotte, North Carolina Tampa, Florida Akron, Ohio Atianta 3. P mone ra 


THE SET COMPLETE, ELEVEN VOLUMES, $49.50 











